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	Abstract
	While it is generally acknowledged that families are an important component in the treatment and recovery of a young person with psychosis, their role as powerful allies to service providers is not widely acknowledged and the idea that advocacy contributes to family recovery is only beginning to be recognised.  

The presenters, ‘tire-biting advocates’, from different provinces of Canada, will share their advocacy experiences, challenges they encountered and their observations on family recovery.   The workshop will provide opportunities for participants to integrate their knowledge and experiences with that of the Canadian presenters. 

Participants will leave with an enhanced understanding of advocacy and of their ability to create change.  An advocacy resource package will be provided.     
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Sharon Scott Mulder is a founding member of the peer-led Manitoba First-Episode Psychosis Family Support Group.  This group successfully advocated for the first dedicated early intervention service in their province - the ‘Early Psychosis Prevention and Intervention Service (EPPIS)’.  

Sharon is the editor of a national newsletter called ‘Family to Family’.  She was formerly employed by the Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) National Office’s Early Psychosis Intervention Project (www.cmha.ca).  
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Brenda Wentzell is a carer who first came into contact with Canadian mental health services when her 17-year old son suffered a psychotic episode in September 1997. She and her family were referred to the Prevention and Early Intervention Program for Psychoses (PEPP) in London, Ontario (www.pepp.ca).  A founding member of the PEPP Parent Support Group (June 1998), Brenda has advocated for PEPP and represented PEPP Families at local, provincial, national and international conferences. 




