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	Abstract
	This workshop gives delegates the opportunity to discuss in more detail the needs of young carers and their families, and how these needs can be met through social policies and health, social care, education and other interventions. 

Professor Becker will also provide a cross-national review and synthesis of available statistical and research evidence on young carers from a number of other countries, including Australia, the United States and sub-Saharan Africa, to provide an international context for policy and practice developments in the UK. He develops two new conceptual frameworks (a 'typology of policy responses' and a 'continuum of children's caregiving') concerning young caregivers in developed and less developed countries, to help explain why different countries have very different levels of awareness and policy responses to similar caring situations, and how young carers 'differ' from other children. 

This will be a unique opportunity to engage in discussions and debate, and share experiences, with someone who has been at the cutting edge of research on young carers for 15 years, and whose work has informed law, policy and practice in a number of countries.



	Biography
	Saul Becker is Professor of Social Policy and Social Care at the University of Nottingham and Director of Research for the School of Sociology and Social Policy. He has also held Chairs at Loughborough University and the University of Birmingham. 

He was the Founding Director of the Young Carers Research Group at Loughborough University from 1992-2004. Over the last fourteen years he has conducted 36 research projects worth £1.3 million for funders which include the ESRC, Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Gulbenkian Foundation, Princess Royal Trust for Carers, Community Fund, National Schizophrenia Fellowship, Carers UK and many health and social services departments and voluntary organisations.  

He has over 250 publications and 130 conference papers and is also the current Chair of the UK Social Policy Association, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and an Academician of the Academy of Social Sciences. He is a registered social worker. In his childhood he was a young carer.

Saul is currently working on five funded research projects including the national evaluation of the Comic Relief/Princess Royal Trust for Carers Young Carers Grants Programme; the preparation of a Toolkit of Resources for young carers projects; a study of the experiences and resilience of children caring for parents and relatives with HIV/AIDS in the UK and Tanzania, funded by the Economic and Social Research Council; the first study of younger adult carers (aged 18-24) in the UK (funded by the Princess Royal Trust for Carers); and a study of the content, process and outcomes of adult carers' assessments for Coventry social services.




