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	Abstract
	Background

Children of parents with a mental illness are recognised as a key target group within Australian Government frameworks regarding promotion, prevention and early intervention for mental health. National practice principles and guidelines for services and people working with children of parents with a mental illness in Australia for workers, parents, families and children were developed following a review of the literature, consultation with experts in the field and extensive consultation with service providers, professional groups, parents with mental illness, their family members/carers and children. These key stakeholder groups are now assisting in reporting and addressing the barriers to full implementation of the guidelines.

Key Issues & Implications for Practice

The strategic approaches to maximizing the mental health and wellbeing among the population of families affected by parental mental illness are complex. The presentation will outline the development of the National Guidelines and associated resource materials for workers, parents, families and children. A range of state based research and programme evaluation projects have provided key findings to further inform this process and lay the foundation of an Australian evidence base for intersectoral intervention. It will also highlight some of the implementation issues to be addressed if service providers are to be supported to meet the action guidelines in a comprehensive manner.
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