TRANSCULTURAL FAMILY WORK FORUM

(revised June 2008)

Mission Statement 


The forum will meet on a quarterly basis.  Any working groups will meet on a more frequent basis, as and when deemed necessary.

The purpose of the forum is to,

· Offer peer support and the opportunity of networking for those practitioners working with BME families. The forum will also act as a resource for Behavioural Family Therapy (BFT) Trainers and the services in which they operate. 

· Provide a forum where BME workers are able to discuss and debate issues relating to Family Work practice.

· Provide a forum to address issues raised by the Delivering Race Equality framework (DOH, 2005), and discuss and develop strategies to ensure its implementation within the field of Family Work. 

· Address training issues and ensure Family Work training is culturally sensitive, meeting the specific needs of families from diverse backgrounds. This will include the formulation and provision of appropriate training materials and resources. 
· Address issues of clinical governance and consider the ethical underpinnings and value base of staff necessary to ensure good practice. 

This will include the formulation of written guidelines and other resources to assist practitioners in their work with BME families.

· Ensure that staff have the necessary skills and managerial support to work with diverse families in an inclusive and empowering manner. This will be achieved through feeding into the work of the Meriden programme, making best use of the ongoing training provision, communication structures, management links and supervisory networks already in place.

· Have representation on the forum from a variety of mental health workers/clinical staff, management links, service users and carers. The forum will span a variety of clinical areas and locality bases, and have representation from both the statutory and voluntary sectors.
· This statement will be reviewed and revised as the forum develops.  The mission statement will be subject to formal review at 12 months.


The Transcultural Family Work Forum is a group that aims to ensure that Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) families are acknowledged and ‘visible’ within mental health services. It recognises the diversity of families and aims to promote equal access to those interventions that ensure families are informed, supported and included. 


This will be achieved through the promotion and implementation of culturally sensitive mental healthcare to families where one or more persons experiences mental health issues.








For further information on the Transcultural Family Work Forum, 


please contact 


Paula Conneely, Clinical Specialist on (0121) 678 2710 





Additional Information can be found at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.meridenfamilyprogramme.com" ��www.meridenfamilyprogramme.com�














